She Likes Grades

Editor, Torrance HERALD:

In regards to report cards
for our children, I do believe
that marks such as A, B, C,
D, and F for “failure” would
be more satisfactory than the
present system. I have de-
duced from talks with the
teachers that it is very diffi-
cult to mark a child an exact
figure on his work. The pres-
ent system is a lot of extra
writing for the teacher, takes
a great deal of time, and
really doesn't tell us parents
much of anything.

For third grade and below
the type of report now being
given seems to be quite satis.
factory, but starting with the

. fourth grade we think we
would like to have the marks
in letters. We know the
teachers spend a great deal
of extra time on conferences
and it is very satisfying to
talk to the teacher at least
once a year to meet him (or
her) and discuss a child's
work and any difficulties.

We also think it is only
fair if we can>have a more
satisfactory type of report
that not only tells' us more
éxactly how the child is pro-
gressing, but cuts down on
some of the great amount of
the work a teacher has to
put in,

I certainly. think we should
all give a very sincere vote
of thanks to all of the teach-
ers in Torrance, as we have
surely found every one of
them to be not only good
teachers, but pleasant to

know.
MRS, WILLIAM D. TRUAIR

How Are Thcy Doing?

Editor, Torrance HERALD:

» We feel yery strongly on
the ABC grades in all schools.
We got them when we went
to school and we believe we
all learned our work because
'of the ABC grades.

We have lived in: Torrance
for seven years, one son
starting in the third grade
and the other son in the first
‘grade and we can truthfully
say their report cards haye

.ing system has been a sore
spot with us all the time and
feel that now that it has pub-
Ye notice, is the time to do
"something about it.

As for parent conference,
.we like them only for one

find out how their conduct is,
not their work. I just had a
.conference for my youngest
son and was told, “He is cap-
.‘able of doing his work, but
he just can't seem to settle
down to it.” That's all, I have
heard this every conference
1 ever had for him.

This year, our oldest son
entered high school and: is re-
ceiving grades and we feel he
is doing much better | in
school now as he can, com-
‘pare his grades to others and
try to do better than he has
done in the past. He likes the
grades better as he can. see
what they mean by looking
at them and doesn’t need to
read a lot of writing and fig-
ure out what the teacher
means. :

Parent conferences are
fine once in a while, but
grades are so much better

told us nothihg. This report::

* reason, and that is, we always '

for the teachers (not so much to have the letter grades

work), the parents, and last
but not least, the children.

PARENTS HOT ON

THE SUBJECT

Competition is Trend

Editor, Torrance HERALD:

I have never liked the writ-
ten reports for they tell me
nothing other than. my chil-
dren are getting along well
with other children. The con-
ference each parent has with
the teacher could be had any
time a parent wished to visit
school and talk about her
child instead of a designated
time set by the teacher.

The whole trend in life is
competition and I believe
most children would do bet-

*ter: work -if they received -a

grade, instead of a written
analysis about what they are
doing.

1 also believe grades should
be given from the first grade.
I see no reason to wait until
a child is in the seventh
grade to begin a transition.
Most other states use lettered
grades and would no doubt
laugh ‘at report grade if the
child were to move to anoth-
er state where ABC grades
are used,

I would like to see the Tor-
rance Educational Advisory
Committee give much thought
to this issue, and I, for one,
hope they can change the
present grading system from
written ‘reports to the grad-
ing system used by other
schools in other states.

MRS. R. C. PENNER

Rude Awakening

Editor, Torrance HERALD:
Our two children have at-
tended Torrance schools
since ‘1947. They are now in
high. school.: Then came the
rude awakening. They used
to get report cards that
stated “doing well in etc.,
etc., but could do better.”
(Well, couldn’t everyone?)
Then (came. the D’s and C's
and minuses and plusses.

Do you think that a 14-
year-old is capable of grasp:
ing the fact that after a glori-
fled report card,: he desetves
“a card' with straight D's? Re-
port card day is always a blue
day in this family, at least
since high school. We feel
that to be graded in the sev-
enth and eighth grades at
least would prepare him and

. his parents to show what he
is capable of and where he
needs the most help.

He shouldn’t have to wait
till he gets in high school
and ‘after the first or second
D, lose heart and'give up,
saying he can't do any better.

TWO CONCERNED
ARENTS

For Letter Grades

Editor, Torrand HERALD:

.Letter grades given twice a
year would be valuable, we
think for most seventh and
eighth grade students and
their parents, They would
show the student’s achieve-
ment in various fields com-
pared with that of others in
the same. grade.

In order ot eliminate as
much as posstble the effects
of different opinions and
preferences of different
teachers, it w,?uld be helpful
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based on the results of stand-
ard achievement tests, per-
haps 'in November and in
May.

In addition to the usual
written achievement  tests,
the children might be given
tests of strength, speed, and
skill, to determine their
grade in physical education,
musical tests, and any others
that seem desirable.

Of course, in a few sub-
jects such as art and oral
English, the teachers would
have to rely on their own ob-
servations and judgment in
giving grades. In general, we
feel that the letter grades

“would give a muth Tledfer

picture of a student’s prog-
ress than the present writ-
ten ‘“evaluations” do with
their stereotyped phrases.
However, this does not
mean that the present system
of conferences between par-
ents and teachers should be
abandoned. Almost all par-
ents interested in their chil-
dren’s welfare probably wel-
come the chance for-a face-
to-face discussion with their
teachers. During one of these
talks the teacher could also
tell the parent what kind of
grades could be reasonably

‘expected, considering the

child's level of ability.

Thus the conferences and
the graded report cards
would supplement each oth-
er, and together they would

give more complete informa-
tion than we now get.
MR. and MRS W. J. HANSON
IRENE HONSON
seventh grade.
CHARLES HANSON,
sixth grade.

One Less Hurdle
Editor, Torrance HERALD:

In regard to grades in the
seventh and eighth grades, I
am for them,

Students know among
themselves the one who are
slacking or working—doing
passing or failing work. I
think the use of grades with
the parent conferences can
he done without putting un-
due stress on the child. The
switch to grades in the sev-
enth and eighth grades would
make one less hurdle for the
students to have when they
enter high school.

MRS. PHILIP'CARPENTER
Torrance,

Should Be Grateful

1t seems to me that parents
should be grateful to a school
system which makes the
teachers available to parents
for conferences about their
children. In many school dis-
tricts, it is difficult to get the
attention of a busy teacher.”

Grades are an easy way to
report to parents who do not
want to spend the time it
takes to understand and pro-
vide outlets for the interests
of their ‘children. Such a
parent looks-at the grades,
reacts with proper emotion

BACHELORS LOVE TO ...

bat with

At DANIELS CAFE

DOWNTOWN TORRANCI

Charley

1625 !Cabrillo Ave.

which the sight of arbitrary
evaluation calls forth—praise
or a lecture—and that is all
he needs to do.

Back to the television or
whatever. But this sense of
competition is stimulated as
Junior receives good grades
and he has something to talk

about to other adults. So
much more satisfying than
general di ion about so-

‘tem was used “back home” or | ===

“back when,” there is insuffi-

cient reason to say, “It is no |

good.”
GENEVIE ROSIN

Torrance parents continue
to write in response to a
HERALD query last Thurs-
day on the grading system.
A number of letters were

cialadjustment or special
interests. Who cares about
those?

As for progress reports—
this form of written review
will become mighty familier
to the parent if he goes to
work in one of the major
industries. It is used by many
firms as a basis for wage and
job advancement. And most
hoses will not use the A-B-C
system. Somewhere they will
have acquired a vocabulary
equal to the task by letting a
worker know just how his
work is rated.

Just because this confer-
ence and written review sys-

blished here Sunday, most
of them favoring a return
to the A, B, C grading sys-
tem, at least in the seventh
and eighth grades. Only a
few persons out of the
dozens writing have ex-
pressed a preference for the
present gradeless form of
reporting.

This is not a poll, but a
chance for Torrance resi-
dents to express their opin-
ions on the matter for the
guidance of schdol officials.
Letters on the subject should
be mailed to The Editor,
Torrance HERALD, 1619
Gramercy Ave., Torrance.
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